
November 17, 2022

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi                                      The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Speaker of the House                                                  Majority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives                                   United States Senate Room
H-305, The Capitol                                                     S-221, The U.S. Capitol
Washington, DC 20510                                              Washington, DC 20515
 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy                                The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Minority Leader                                                          Minority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives                                   United States Senate Room
H-204, The Capitol                                                     317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20515                                              Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Minority Leader McCarthy, Majority Leader Schumer, and Minority 
Leader McConnell,

Nine in ten Americans think there is a mental health crisis in this country.1 Last year, we lost 
almost 300 Americans a day to overdose,2 and in 2020, we lost 126 Americans a day to suicide.3 
Young people are particularly impacted – in a recent survey, a third of adults under 30 described 
their mental health as only fair or poor, and eight in ten parents are concerned that depression, 
alcohol or drugs, or anxiety are negatively impacting teenagers.1 Those who need help face 
challenges in finding it; about half of adults under 30 reported thinking they might need mental 
health services or medication in the past year but did not get them, primarily due to cost or other 
challenges in finding and accessing services.1 

As members of the Bipartisan Addiction and Mental Health Task Force, a coalition of 140 
Members of the House of Representatives, we urge you to prioritize H.R.7666, the Restoring 
Hope for Mental Health and Well-Being Act, for inclusion in an end-of-year package. This 
incredibly comprehensive bill passed in the House by 402-20 in June. The Restoring Hope for 
Mental Health and Well-Being Act addresses the full spectrum of behavioral health needs 
through improvements for substance use disorder prevention and treatment, recovery housing, 
suicide prevention and crisis care, and community and school-based mental health services. This 

1 https://www.kff.org/report-section/kff-cnn-mental-health-in-america-survey-findings/
2 https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm
3 https://afsp.org/suicide-statistics/#:~:text=Suicide%20rates%20by%20age%20range&text=In%202020%2C
%20the%20suicide%20rates,older%20(20.86%20per%20100%2C000).



bill expands access to care with programs to expand and train the behavioral health workforce, 
promote treatment parity, and increase peer support. It also includes programs targeted toward 
underserved and at-risk populations, including children, pregnant and postpartum women, 
servicemembers, American Indian and Alaska Natives, unhoused people, and those who are 
incarcerated. 

We have reached an inflection point. We cannot continue on our current path, leaving our 
constituents to struggle with unmet needs for mental health and substance use support. The 
Restoring Hope for Mental Health and Well-Being Act is a sweeping, strongly bipartisan bill that
will help turn the tide of the mental health crisis and should be an end of year priority for the 
Congress. Thank you for your leadership in responding to this issue. We look forward to 
working with you to transform prevention and treatment for mental health and substance use 
disorders.

Sincerely,

David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Brian K. Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

Ann McLane Kuster
Member of Congress

Jaime Herrera Beutler
Member of Congress

Marcy Kaptur
Member of Congress

Paul Tonko
Member of Congress
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Derek Kilmer
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Troy Carter
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress
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Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Susan Wild
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Andy Kim
Member of Congress

Maria Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Karen Bass
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress
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Cynthia Axne
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Mariannette Miller-Meeks, 
M.D.
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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Gregorio Kilili Camacho 
Sablan
Member of Congress

Ed Case
Member of Congress

C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

Marie Newman
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Anthony G. Brown
Member of Congress
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Victoria Spartz
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress
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Abigail Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress

________________________
Robin L. Kelly

________________________

Member of CongressMember of Congress
Mary Peltola

________________________
Hakeem Jeffries
Member of Congress

________________________

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

________________________
Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Stamp




